The Reading Minute: Guidelines and Checklist

Beginning on Wednesday, October 16th, I will no longer be doing the reading minute at the start of each class.  I will be handing that responsibility to you.  One student will get up at the beginning of each class and do the reading minute.  In this packet you will find some guidelines and expectations I have for you, but remember: until Oct. 10th I will do a reading minute for you at the start of each class.
What to bring in:  You must bring in an age-appropriate piece of reading material to show the class.   This MUST be an independent book/magazine, etc. You absolutely cannot bring in something you are reading for another class or read in class last year.  If you cannot have it with you for some reason bring in a photocopy of some interesting parts or selections.  You cannot come in empty-handed.
You must also bring in your book card.  More details on that will be found in another page in this packet.
What to do: You will get up in front of the class and speak for a minute or two on what you’ve been reading.  Here is what I will be grading you on.  Use it as a checklist when you are preparing.
_____  Introduce us to the book/magazine article, etc.  Give the title and author.  If this is an article or poem or some selection from a larger work tell us where you found it (the name of the magazine, newspaper, etc.)
_____ Explain to us why you chose this.  Why are you reading it?  What attracted you to this particular piece?  Is it the writer you’re interested in or the subject?  Have you read other things like this in the past?   

____ What exactly do you like/dislike about this selection?  Be specific.  

“I like it because it’s about skateboards, and I like skateboards,” is not what I’m looking for.  

“I like it because it gives step-by-step instructions on how to do new flips with your skateboards.  I’m working on a kickflip and having some trouble, so this really helped me figure out what I needed to do.”  This is more likely to get you credit.
____ Have something to read or show us.  Read us a selection or show us a part of the reading that you enjoyed.  Is there a passage that stands out?  Is there a particular page, chapter, or section that you enjoyed?  You’re sharing with us, so have something we can all experience.

___ Give us a conclusion.  Essentially what did you get out of reading this?  Be specific.  To whom is this designed to reach?  Who would enjoy this?  Will you try to read more from this author or about this subject?
General Guidelines
-The sooner you start reading, the better.
-Your reading material must be age-appropriate and school-appropriate.  

-If you haven’t read the whole thing when it’s your turn you must have at least read a significant portion of it.  No one forced you to pick this particular piece.  You have had ample opportunity to find something that interests you.  

If you do not know what to read, come see me ahead of time so we can figure something out.  I will try to help you find something, but ultimately your interests are your own and I can’t force you to enjoy one of my suggestions.

-Be prepared to answer questions from your classmates or me.  

-This is not an opportunity for you to spend three minutes trashing what you’ve read.  Again, no one forced you to pick this particular piece.  Honest criticism is one thing, but the point of this activity is to get you to read and enjoy it.  If you absolutely hated something or it was truly painful to read, you should have chosen something else.

-I don’t mind an ebook reader of some kind, but you MUST be able to turn it on & read it in front of the class.  Please make sure the device is working ahead of time and please trust that it will continue to work when your turn comes up.  If it’s not working, then you can’t read from it.

-Books/novels are fine.  Biographies are fine.  Magazine/Newspaper articles of appropriate length are fine (no two paragraph articles, sidebars, etc.) when I tell you it is ok.  Comic books/graphic novels are fine as long as they are an appropriate length.  Poems are fine, although if they are short you may want to consider bringing in more than one and show some connection between them (same author, from the same book, same style of poem, etc.)  The internet can give you some good resources, but it must be a legitimate source.  I am open-minded about this, but I do have standards.
-WHAT IS NOT FINE: Catalogs, sports summaries (there are plenty of sports articles out there that don’t involve retelling a game), video game manuals, advertisements, random information you found on the internet, articles that are only two or three paragraphs, strategy guides for games.
I cannot possibly list everything you CAN’T bring in.  However, by now you should know what I’m looking for.  If you don’t, this should clear it up.

The bottom line:  I want you to read something of quality you will enjoy OUTSIDE of the school.  I’ve been showing you examples.  Now it’s your turn.
Book Cards
For every book, magazine, poem, or article you do for your reading minute, you are expected to complete a Book Card.  The recording of this basic information should take about ten to twenty minutes.  Please use 5” x 8” index cards
.  The format is below.



Title




Your Name



Author



Your Class



Genre




Date Completed



One brief paragraph including:




Who this is about.




Setting.




Main conflict or idea, etc.

One paragraph including your thoughts as you read.  Some things to include could be . . .



What did you notice about the way they set it up?




What did you like/dislike about the author’s style?



What did the author make you think about as you read the book?




Were there any themes or messages you noticed while reading?

Did you make any personal connections to anything that was happening in the text?




Does this remind you of anything else you’ve read?

- 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-       -

Reading Minute Grade
	4
	Exceeds Expectations: All five points of the presentation are met fully and completely offering detailed but concise information.  Both paragraphs are clear, specific, well-developed and articulate, explaining both a well-developed synopsis of the book and the student’s own thoughts about the book using advanced language, mechanics, sentence structure, and insight.

	3
	Meets Expectations: All five points of the presentation are met fully and completely.  Both paragraphs are clear, specific, and articulate, explaining both a synopsis of the book and the student’s own thoughts about the book. 

	2
	Approaches Expectations: All five points of the presentation may be met, but they may not be met fully and completely.  One or both paragraphs may be unclear, vague, poorly-developed, or inarticulate, offering an inadequate synopsis and/or the student’s own thoughts about the book.

	1
	Fails To Meet Expectations: Multiple points of the presentation may be poorly done or missing entirely.  One or both paragraphs may be missing or unclear, vague, poorly-developed or inarticulate, offering an inadequate synopsis and/or inadequate thoughts about the book.


Sample Book “Card”

	A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

                          Mr. Leblanc                 Ishmael Beah                                      

                                                  Period 4
Autobiography/Nonfiction


                                                  Sept. 4, 2019
                  A Long Way Gone is the true story of Ishmael Beah.  Ishmael grew up in Sierra Leone, Africa, where his hometown was destroyed by a group of rebels that were fighting the government.  In the mid-1990s, when he is just thirteen, he and a group of other boys were recruited by the government to be a soldier in their army.  Beah wanted revenge on the rebels who killed his family.  As the book goes on, we see the kinds of violent actions Beah took part in while he was in the army, as well as his eventual rescue and subsequent rehabilitation three years later.  In rehab he learned not only how to adjust to civilian life, but also how to come to terms with the things he did in the army and how to live with the knowledge of what he’d done to other people.
                  This was a powerful book to read.  What especially made it hit home for me was that Ishmael Beah is only a year older than I am.  It’s a very sobering experience to see not only what he was doing when I was about his same age, but also to see his rehabilitation.  For example, he talks about how his friends in high school (when he comes to America) asked him about the war and how they thought it was cool that Beah was a soldier.  This was tough to read, because I literally could have been one of those guys.  I could have been close enough in age to be friends with him in high school.  The parts where he talks about fighting in the army and his rehabilitation are gripping and a real wake-up call to the reader, because this is an issue that isn’t really discussed much in America.         





                                                     


Reading Minute: More Sample Cards

	Salt to the Sea
                                                                                                                        Mr. Leblanc
Ruta Septys                                                                                                                                  Period  4 Historical Fiction (with real events)
                                                                                          9/5/19
     This novel is set in Europe during the closing days of World War II.  It follows four characters, Florian, Joana, Emelia, and Alfred. All of them are trying to get to a ship that will carry them out of the country.  Basically, Germany is losing the war, and the Russians are pushing through German defenses, but they are killing pretty much anyone that is in their way, whether those people were helping the Germans or even if they were oppressed by them.  Florian is a thief who is carrying a valuable artifact, Joana is in love with Florian, Emelia is pregnant, and Alfred is an outright true believer in Hitler’s way of life.  They are all trying to get to the ship, but even once they make it to the ship, the ship still needs to escape safely.
     At first I struggled keeping track of each character.  The novel has different chapters told by different characters, so there are four different points of view throughout the story.  It was hard for me to remember each character’s motivation or where they were the last time I left that storyline.  Alfred is a chilling character, and he is so different from the others that he was the first I was able to identify.  The rest of the characters took me a bit longer, but the more I read, the easier it became.  It’s not the happiest book I’ve ever read, but I really got invested in the characters and their struggle to get to safety.  



	Boys Will Be Boys                                                                                                                  Mr. Leblanc
Jeff Pearlman                                                                                                                              Period  4                                                                                         Sports Nonfiction                                                                                                                        9/5/19
      This book is a chronicle of the 1990s Dallas Cowboys.  In the early 90s this was a powerhouse football team with an amazing lineup, strong coaching, multiple Super Bowl victories, and a tragic fall from grace.  The Cowboys were even labeled “America’s Team”, and Pearlman describes the wild coaching style of Jimmy Johnson contrasted with the laid-back approach of Barry Switzer.  He details how the Cowboys seemed unstoppable in the early 90s, but unfortunately a rash of legal troubles and a team that prioritized glitz and glamor over solid sportsmanship and athletics was never able to sufficiently change with the times.  Less than three weeks after winning Super Bowl Thirty—their third championship in four years—it all begins to unravel.
     Pearlman opens the book from late in the 90s with a shocking scene where Michael Irvin stabs a teammate with a pair of scissors over a haircut.  After that the book flashes back to show the rise of the Cowboys and their dominance in the NFL, so the whole time you’re reading about them winning Super Bowls you’re always thinking “this is going to end up with two Cowboys fighting over a haircut and nearly killing each other; how do we get from there to here?”.  I’m not a big sports fan, but I was alive in the 90s, and I remember what a big deal this team was.  My recollection was that they were incredibly dominant for the first half of the decade, and then they fell hard around 1996 by a series of arrests.  I was excited to read this book to see what “really” happened, and I was surprised that my memory was basically accurate.  



	Paper Towns


                                                                                               Mr. Leblanc
John Green                                                                                                                             Period 4

Realistic Fiction                                                                                                                      9/5/19
     Quinten Jacobson is about to graduate from high school, and he’s been in love with his neighbor Margo since they met.  One night Margo takes Quinten out on a wild night of (basically harmless) pranks to settle up with all the kids that were mean to them in high school.  It’s an amazing night, but then Margo goes missing.  Quinten sees a picture on Margo’s window-shade, and he thinks it might be a clue.  The rest of the book is Quinten following clues and trying to find out what happened to Margo; as time goes by he starts to worry that she may not even be alive anymore.
     I’ve read John Green books before, and I usually like his stuff.  I don’t think this one is as good as Looking for Alaska or even The Fault in Our Stars, but I still like it.  Between this book and Looking for Alaska I think John Green is kind of an underrated mystery writer, or at least an underrated suspense writer.  There’s a real sense of dread that builds as Quinten puts more and more clues together.  That kept me engaged, and I really liked how it ended up.  The final reveal also put the title into context, which I was happy to see. 
     


	Planet Hulk                                                                                                                             Mr. Leblanc
Greg Pak and Various Artists                                                                                                Period 4                                                                                       

Superhero/Sci-Fi Action                                                                                                        9/5/19
    The Hulk—a heroic, super-strong, nearly indestructible, green giant rage monster—has been exiled from Earth. He lands on a distant planet called Sakaar, where he is forced to fight to the death in gladiatorial games.  He soon becomes the champion and leads his fellow enslaved fighters in a revolt against the powerful Red King.  The Hulk and his friends leave, traveling all over Sakaar, fighting the Red King’s agents and gaining allies.  The Hulk—nicknamed the Green Scar—becomes an almost mythological figure for the oppressed people.  Enemies become friends, friends change, and the Green Scar leads his resistance against the Red King and faces a terrible aftermath.
     This is an action-packed, fast-paced, and immersive sci-fi story.  It’s basically like an intergalactic war where one side is weaker, but the one advantage that they have is the nearly unstoppable rage-monster as their leader.  You don’t have to be a fan of Marvel to enjoy this, but if you know about Marvel you’ll pick up a couple of cool little references.  There’s no doubt in my mind the creators of the movie Thor: Ragnarok read this book.  It’s definitely not a straight adaptation, but settings, characters, relationships, and moments in the movie are either echoed in this book or they outright appear in it completely.  It’s a lot of fun.  


� The card itself is not part of the grade.  The card is there to keep you from writing too much.  Yes, I want you to work hard.  Yes, your paragraphs should be well-developed, but this is a minor composition.  If I wanted you to write a multi-page essay, I’d tell you to write a multi-page essay.





